CLATSOP COUNTY HIsTorRICAL SOCIETY QUARTERLY 


JUMTUX 





VoL. 42, No. 1 — WINTER 2022 


ron 
ie) 
in 
+ 
ry 
o 
=f 
= 
n 
fad | 
oO 
1S) 





Jup1 Mason ByRrD AT HER DESK IN THE HERITAGE MUSEUM. CA 1987 


In This Issue. . . 


After CCHS acquired the Heritage Museum in the early 1980s, the 
collection of records and photos finally had a home. Judi Mason Byrd 
began organizing them, then chose the first projects for volunteers: the 
transcribing of a journal started in the 1860s by P.W. Gillette, a farmer 
who lived on the east bank of the Lewis and Clark River. The next project 
was to copy the 1850 and 1860 census records to learn more about Gillette, 
his neighbors and the people he knew in what was then the small village of 
Astoria. Now, some forty years after the Archives Room was opened up, it 
is overflowing with material to help those who would like to research their 
Clatsop County family history or study a wide variety of other subjects. In 
addition, now, thousands of items from our collection are available from 
our website at www.astoriamuseums.org/explore/research-collections. 

Every year adds more personal stories for readers of Cumtux. This issue 
includes Rea Raihala Christoffersson’s story about Brownsmead, stories by 
Mark Edy about the Kerry Line, Tom Smith’s story about Sunset Beach, 
Dale Curry’s list of community changes and photos of Judi Mason Byrd. 
Perhaps, this is the time to begin your research. The Archives Room is 
presently open Wednesday through Friday. Please call ahead to make an 
appointment at $03-338-4849. 

—The Editor 
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CUMTUx: Chinook jargon: 


“To know...to inform” 


THE STORY OF BROWNSMEAD: 
THE NORTHERNMOST COMMUNITY IN 
OREGON 


By Rea Raihala Christoffersson 


F YOU WANT to spark a lively 

discussion among people from 
Brownsmead, just ask, “How big 
is Brownsmead and where are its 
borders?” There are no authoritative 
answers to these questions, but you 
will get many opinions. 

Most residents agree that 
Brownsmead is located at the 
northernmost tip of Oregon, about 
sixteen miles east of Astoria. It is an 
unincorporated hamlet, irregular in 
shape, with no official boundaries. 
At a rough estimate, Brownsmead 
is bounded on the north by the 
Columbia River, the south by 
Highway 30, the east by a ridge of 
hills bordering Clifton, and on the 
west, where the Ziak-Gnat Creek 
Road curves to meet Knappa Dock 
Road. Brownsmead covers about 
five square miles—or maybe a bit 
more when the tide is out. 


EARLY HISTORY 

The earliest humans to pass 
through the Brownsmeadarealiked 
to hunt and fish, just as many cur- 
rent residents do. The first visitors 
probably came across a land bridge 
from Asia via Alaska, followed by 
more waves of early people who 
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arrived by land and sea. Researchers 
in southern Oregon have found 
evidence of humans dating back 
almost 15,000 years. Excavations 
turned up projectiles, along with the 
bones of birds, mammals, and fish. 

The Cathlamet, Chinook, and 
Clatsop peoples lived around 
Brownsmead before European 
explorers arrived. Captain William 
Clark reported that the Lewis and 
Clark expedition visited a native 
settlement in the Brownsmead area 
called “Calt-har-mar Village of nine 
large wood houses on a handsom 
elivated Situation near the foot 
of a Spur of the High land...We 
purchased Some green fish, & wa 
pa to for which we gave Immoderate 
price’s.” These people were most 
likely Cathlamet natives who later 
moved across to Washington after 
their village was decimated by 
disease. 

On November 26, 1805 Lewis 
and Clark crossed the Columbia 
from the Washington to the Oregon 
side, probably near the mouth of 
Blind Slough, according to Rex Ziak 
in his book, In Full View. Seeking 
quiet waters for their canoes, Clark 
wrote that the expedition “passed 
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AERIAL VIEW OF BROWNSMEAD, ABOUT 





1950, WITH GRANGE AND STORE AT LOWER 






LEFT AND COLUMBIA RIVER AT THE TOP. PHOTO BY BOERSIG, TACOMA, WA 


between two Islands to the main 
Shore, and proceeded down the 
South Side.” 

Running aground on the shifting 
sandbars of the Columbia also has 
along history. An early settler from 
Astoria, traveling upstream on the 
Columbia, had a boating accident 
about where Brownsmead is located 
now. He reported, “...the wind 
and swells drove us on a sandbank 
where we stuck fast... Down came 
the mast, sail, and rigging about 
our ears...having, however, got all 
put to rights again, we hoisted sail 
once more, [then] passed Puget’s 
islanders 
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THE HILL COUNTRY 
AND THEISLAND 

Brownsmead has two distinct 
sections—lowlands, often called 
“The Island,” noted for farming, 
and higher ground called “The Hill 
Country” noted for logging. The 
waters around Brownsmead offer 
many places to fish. 

The Hill Country was settled first, 
and some of that land was sub-di- 
vided under President Ulysses S. 
Grant in the 1870s. By 1910 there 
were twenty-nine families with 
Finnish-born parents and fifty-three 
unmarried immigrants in the area. 


DIKES FORMED NEW LAND 

The first dikes to turn 
Brownsmead’s marshlands into 
fertile farmland were built by 
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CCHS IMAGE #7395.966.016 


grubby little hands as soon as we 
could handle them. When I see chil- 
dren mesmerized by computers and 
not reading—lI wonder how they’I1 
ever learn to be critical thinkers. > 





Jup1I BYRD IN WHAT TODAY IS THE 
BOUNTY OF CLATSOP COUNTY GALLERY 
AT THE HERITAGE MUSEUM. CA 1987 
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Judi Mason Byrd was born in 1939 
and died in 2002. She was one of the 
early people in charge of the Archives 
Room after the books and photos were 
moved to the Heritage Museum 2nd 
floor room. That room had been Rolf 
Klep’s office when the Columbia River 
Maritime Museum was in the building 
before CCHS. Under Judi’s guidance, 
a series of volunteers copied the mas- 
sive 1861 journal of P. W. Gillette and 
they worked on copying the 1850 and 
1860 Clatsop County census records 
to learn about the people mentioned 
in Gillette’s journal. 

Judy's mother was Mary Mason 
who helped in 1986 to assemble the 
books for the Astoriana Collection at 
the Astoria Public Library. 
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career working for the City of 


COMMUNITY CHANGES 
1960 To 1984 


By Dale Curry 
Compiled by Bruce Berney 


HEN DALE Curry ended his 


Astoria, first as Finance Director, 
then City Manager, he made an 
audio recording of the changes 
both physical and social that had 
occurred in the area in the years 
1960 to 1984. The following list was 
made from his interview. 


10. 


PHYSICAL CHANGES 
1960 To 1984 

Two new bridges—ferry gone 
Historic homes now a reality 
Yocona [Coast Guard] Dock 
built 
Maritime Museum became a 
reality 
College became reality 
Middle School built—Central 
School abandoned 
Fort Clatsop built, Stockade 
improved 
New waterline to headworks 
Many new motels 
Downtown changed little 
except: 

J.J. Astor Hotel 

Astoria Clinic 

New hospital 

2 nursing homes 

Senior housing 
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12. 


13 


14. 
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17, 


18. 


19: 
20. 


PAE 


22. 


22. 
24. 


New ballfields 

Tennis Courts 

New library --photo 

New Jail 

New Seafoods Lab 

Daily Astorian 

U.S. Bank 

Maritime Museum Building 
Ocean View Cemetery 
enlarged twice 
The telephone operator and 
office in Astoria gone 
New housing areas opened 
up—many old houses 
demolished 
Houses are being painted now 
Sewer system installed 
Trip to Portland shortened by 
4 to %4 of an hour 
Pioneer Cemetery saved and 
now maintained by City 
Only one steam bath left— 
Hot tubs became a reality 
Several [mud] slides 
Coast Guard Air Base— 
Rotary and fixed wing aircraft 
Fort Stevens Park enlarged, 
etc. Preserved 
Astoria Foundry disappeared 
EM Radio came to Astoria 
Old post office site recovered 
from private ownership 
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25. Old feed mill now Pier 11 
Restaurant and Mall 

26. All new street lights 

27. All new traffic signals 

28. Underground wiring com- 
monplace now 


29. McDonald’s arrived 


SOCIAL AND OTHER 
CHANGES 1960-1984 

1. 1st and 2nd generation 
Scandinavians are disappear- 
ing. 1960, some people spoke 
Finnish and no English. Not so 
now. 

2. Decline of railroad—closure 
of depot, and tracks torn up to 
Seaside. 

3. Fishing industry (almost 
extinct) Bumble Bee gone, 
sports fishery went up and now 
down. 

4. Russians came to fish 

5. Narcotics anew problem 

[6 and 7 are missing from original 
copy] 

8. Decline of the cigarette 

9. Liquor still with us 

10. I drove to end of South Jetty in 
my auto 

11. High School parking lot full 
in 1960s; now fewer due to 
increase cost of gasoline and 
reduced enrollment 

12. All new city facilities—fire 
stations, police station, public 
works, city hall, parks and 
library 
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13. 
14. 


1S: 


16. 


17: 


18. 


19. 
20. 
21. 
22s 


23. 
24. 


29: 


Tourist industry growing 

We have not been so strong in 
basketball 

Computers and word proces- 
sor are everywhere, including 
city hall. 

City broke—1960 

Armory closed, moved to 
Camp Rilea 

City became involved in 
garbage disposal 

Senior citizens have program 
Air service discontinued 

Bus service questionable 
Scandinavian Festival became 
reality 

Christmas Lucia Festival 
LCDC—Comprehensive 
Planning and CREST 

CTIC Area government 


26. Job Corps became part of the 


Zi. 


28. 
29. 


30) 
al. 
32. 


She 
34. 


community 

Population up, down, 

up, down. 1960-11,800 
1983-9,775 

Prostitutes are gone? 
Knowledge level increased 
many-fold for the American 
worker. 

Pacific Rim, a new trade term 
Fisher Bros. store sold 
Handicapped— (Mental) 
returned to community ina 
productive way 

More churches in houses 
TV Pornography > 
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Reader’s Comment: 

Dear Liisa, 

A couple comments: 

The front cover says the bamboo poles 
are troller gear. I have no idea how 
they might be used on atroller but I do 
know they look a lot like the flag poles 
for long line halibut gear. A flag pole 
is attached to one end of a skate (from 
an anchor to surface) and a buoy to 
the other end. 

The slough article is interesting 
but I have a question (and I have 
asked my sister the same question). I 
remember “official” letters to the now 
Big Creek Hatchery from Oregon Fish 
Commission offices in Portland were 
at one time addressed to Tillasqua 
Creek (or, Tillasqua River) Hatchery 
and then, maybe just before 1960, 
some do-gooder changed the name to 
Big Creek. I think that sucks. Anyway 
Tam unfamiliar with the other names 
Jim listed. Do you have any informa- 
tion about the Tillasqua name? 

On the subject of stream names, years 
ago I recall driving over the back roads 
maybe off the Palmer Mainline or near 
Walluski and there were three little 
creeks (and I mean, little) with name 
signs something like Wee Wee, Moos 
Moos, Wa Wa (not sure of spelling). 
I was told the names were Chinook 
jargon for elk or deer, something like 
that. Ring a bell? 

—Will 
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IMAGE OF WAYNE SAIGET LOOKING AT 
BAMBOO POLES USED AS FLAG POLES FOR 
LONG LINE HALIBUT GEAR. 
PHOTO BY ALLEN SAIGET, CA. 1942 


Bill: Chinook Indian names for 
creeks appear in some of the old 
Clatsop County records, especially 
in the more isolated areas east 
of Tongue Point. Several good 
Chinook dictionaries are on-line, 
Chinook to English and the re- 
verse. One site shows elk as “Moo” 
lock” and deer as “Mow-itsh.” 
Talk is “wawa,” perhaps because 
of the sound of fast running water. 
Alternate names for Big Creek 
include Tillasana River, Tillasana 
Creek, Tillusqua, Tilly Ann and 
Tilly Jane Creek. 

—The Editor 
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Kerry Linz Loc DuMP AREA AND RAFTING GROUNDS AT NEVERSTILL, 
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